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"'11{19 number uf senously lll
i I patients waiting for heart opera-

;' tions at Wellington Hospital has
*tripled since 2000, an internal re-

rport says.
;1' This week Health,
| | David Cunliffe ordered an indepen-
i jdent review on cardiothoracic
|
I

services at ‘Capital and-Coast Dis- |

trict Health Board after revelations
that patients ]nd di.ed waltmg for
i | surgery.
i in a letter to Hawke s Bay Hos-

pital cardiologists In November '

after the death of a patient, Capital
and Coast's chief executive at the
| time, Margot Mains, sald manage-
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Minlstcri;-' ‘

ment was concerned : about - “the.
growing wailing list and the associ-
ated’ clinical ‘risk”. It"had been

working on the problem as a mat-

ter of priority for 18 months. How-

ever, {he waiting list had-been in-

creasing because of more-acute”

- waiting 1i

casw, mdusuial actlon

shoitages particulml Maes-

thetlats théatré and ward nurses.
‘The nuwiitberof patients wa.ltmg

,longer than'the recommended six-
.month -government giideline for
surgery ballooned from one to }.ZG

“In the two years to-July..

:\"“The Dominion-Post understands
at-least: oné personhag beéen wait- -

IngMonger than 14 moriths for a
heart bypass-operation, '~ .-
Capital and Coast chief execu-

;:Live Derek Milne said the number

-waxtm;, longer than six months

was now down to 108 and the board
was focused on reducing it further.

National Party health spokes-
man Tony Ryall, who obtained the
letter -and the-internal report, said

it 'was obvious that™ Capital and

Coast'and the Health Ministry had

‘known:for some “time that car-

diothoracic ‘services in the lower
North Island were under stress.

It was “debatable-what mmthcr
review would achieve.

“Despile billions of extra dollars
in the health system, more Welling-
ton heart patients are waiting, they
are. waiting Jonger and for some
that wait may be fatal.”

The crisis was further evidence

ist triples

“lack
with stz

of the Government’s
workforce planning”,

* shortages ‘blamed for numerm

cancelled operations every week

“What's needed is a new pa
nership with.the health professio.
that unshackles owr clinicians a
gives, them greater trust to 1
their’ hnspltal servim to provi
more care;”

In the letter to c].uuuans, ]
Mains — who quit abruptly at t
end of last year — said the boa
was working to clear the patie
backlog. Operations were bel
done every third Saturday, as w
as coniracting’ opcrltions to Ota
DHB and St Geofge's: Hospital
Clistehurch.



